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CUSTOM PERIOD OR VERNACULAR RENOVATION / CITATION

CCY ARCHITECTS
VICTORIAN MUSIC BOX
ASPEN, COLORADO

This 18805 Victorian in Aspen,
Colorado’s West End is the kind of
tairytale house vou fall in love with.
And then vou realize how unlivable it
is in 2020. In this popular, protected
neighborhood, there are restrictions
against altering the exteriors of the
old buildings, but you can reinvent the
interiors. A poorly designed addition
built in the 1970s, however, was fair
game for demolition, which is where
CCY Architects came in with their mas-
ter plan: a full-scale interior remodel
and exterior restoration of the original

building, and the construction of an
entirely separate new building to serve
as the clients’ desired guest house.

The clients, who are music enthu-
siasts, wanted their guest house to
accommodate a piano with surfaces
conducive to good acoustics. The wife's
favorite piece of music is Chopin’s
Nocturne in E-Flat Major (Op. 9, No.
2), but more on thatin a bit. Because
of restrictions, neither building could
accommodate enough bedrooms, so
additional bedrooms and living space
were built beneath the two buildings.
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Says project manager John Schenck,
AIA, “This house is very much like
an iceberg—more below grade than
above grade.”

The lot is also on a busy corner,
which caused concerns about privacy—
especially for the guest house, which
is quite close to the street. And that’s
where we come to the nocturne: The
architects designed an aluminum priva-
cy screen or scrim for the building that
digitizes the piece into “notes” or holes
in the screen.

“We thought of it like music for a

player piano,” says project architect
Evan Barrett, AIA. Adds partnerin
charge John Cottle, “As the sun moves
through the space, that’s the magic. The
scrim is the instrument, but the music is
the light.” =§. Claire Conroy

PROJECT CREDITS

ARCHITECT: John Cottle, FAIA, partner in
charge; John Schenck, AlA, project manager;
Evan Barrett, AlA, project architect, CCY
Architects, Basalt, Colorado

BUILDER: Koru, LTD, Carbondale, Colorado
INTERIOR DESIGNER: Cheryl Troxel
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT: BlueGreen
Landscape Design, Aspen, Colorado

PROJECT SIZE: 6,800 square feet (both
houses)

SITE SIZE: .2 acre

PHOTOGRAPHY: Draper White Photography,
Lena Nicholson Photography

KEY PRODUCTS:

CABINETRY: Bulthaup

DOOR HARDWARE: Valli & Valli
FAUCETS/SINKS: Dornbracht, Kohler
FIREPLACES: Ortal

KITCHEN APPLIANCES: Miele
LIGHTING CONTROL: Lutron
SKYLIGHTS: VELUX

TOILETS: TOTO

WINDOWS: Loawen

WINDOW SYSTEMS: TRU Architectural

CUSTOM PERIOD OR VERNACULAR RENOVATION

FLOOR PLAN

1. Entry Porch

2. Office/Study

3. Living Room

4, Powder Room

5. Dining

&. Kitchen

7. Breakfast Nook

8. Deck with Awning

9. Office/Sun Room

10. Garage with Car Lift
11. Outdoor Living Room
12. Entry Closet

13. Electrochromic Glass Window
14. Historic Coal Shoot Repurposed
into Skylight for Lower Level

15. Master Bedroom

16. Master Closet
17. Master Bathroom
18. Dressing Room
19, I.al,ln:i']r

20. Guest Bedroom

1

MAIN FLOOR UPPERLEVEL

21. Guest Bathroom
22. Closet
23. Shower
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